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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:   Principals   

 

FROM: Jaime Hetzler, Director 

 Office of Food and Nutrition Services 

  

DATE: July 12, 2022  

 

SUBJECT: Food and Nutrition Update for SY 2022–2023  

 

 

During the pandemic, the USDA made it possible for school nutrition programs to serve all 

students free breakfast and lunch through “waivers.”  Congress did not extend these waivers for 

the upcoming school year, so meals are no longer available free of charge to all students across 

the country.   

 

For SY 2022–2023, there are several different programs that will be in place for our schools.    

The Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is a meal service program for schools in 

economically disadvantaged areas and is a provision of The Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act.  It 

allows us to serve breakfast and lunch, at no cost, to students and eliminates the requirement for 

the Free and Reduced Meal Application.  There are eighty-seven schools in our district that have 

been approved for this program, for the next two years.   If your school is operating under the 

CEP program, all students receive their meals free of charge and will not complete meal 

applications.    

 

The National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) is the 

“standard” meal program that will be operating in all non-CEP schools.  Individual students in 

these schools WILL be required to complete an online Free and Reduced Meal Application, to 

determine eligibility for meals at no cost.   

 

All schools fall under one of these two categories.   

 

Another program that has been approved in 109 schools is MMFA.   

 

Maryland Meals for Achievement (MMFA) provides state funds to allow participating schools 

to implement free breakfast in the classroom.  This model increases students’ access to and 

participation in breakfast.  School administrators credit the MMFA Program with improving 
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students' test scores, behavior, attendance, and well-being.  Parents praise the program for 

assisting children to prepare for their academic day.  In elementary schools, breakfast will be 

delivered to the individual classrooms.  In secondary schools, meals will be distributed in similar 

ways to last year.  There are 109 schools participating in this program.  All students in a school 

serving MMFA are automatically eligible for breakfast at no cost.  A school’s participation and 

eligibility in the MMFA Program is completely independent of their CEP, and NSLP status.   

 

The attached list shows each school and the programs that will be in effect for the upcoming 

school year.    

 

Additional tools and information regarding Free and Reduced Meal Applications and 

MySchoolBucks accounts is available on our website.     

 

 

Best Regards,  

 

Jaime L. Hetzler 

Director, Food and Nutrition Services  

jhetzler@bcps.org  

443-809-7855 
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